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Elder John Gano (1727 - 1804) was 

raised as a Presbyterian and his father 

was a descendant of Huguenots and his 

mother of English Baptists. After a 

powerful conversion experience, John 

Gano eventually became a Baptist as a 

young man after a period of intense 

study into the matter of who should 

receive baptism. Gano left the family 

farm to study at Princeton University 

(then the College of New Jersey) but 

left before graduating. Gano was or-

dained as pastor of the Scotch Plains, 

New Jersey, Baptist Church on May 29, 

1754. In 1760, he became the founding 

pastor of what became two years later the First Baptist Church in the City of New 

York, now located at the intersection of Broadway and 79th Street. Gano served as 

pastor of the New York Church until 1787, however, he made long itinerant trips 

evangelizing throughout the thirteen colonies, asserting  “I had a right to proclaim 

free grace wherever I went.” 

During the American Revolution, Gano served as a soldier and a chaplain for the 

Continental Army, and was chosen by General Washington to say a prayer marking 

the official end of the American Revolutionary War in 1783. 

 

Alleged baptism of George Washington. In 1889 two of Gano's grandchildren 

claimed in an affidavit that Gano's eldest daughter told them that Gano had bap-

tized Washington by immersion at Valley Forge when he was one of Washington's 

chaplains. The story is rejected by a portion of secular historians. Dr. William 

Grady in his book "What Hath God Wrought" subtitled, "A Biblical Interpretation 

of American history" believes the account to be authentic. It is also worth noting 

that Washington's church, Anglican, believed in infant baptism and his christening 

is recorded as taking place on April 5, 1732, about six weeks after he was born. 

 

No matter if or how this alleged baptism took place, we felt it a most appropriate 

illustration for this issue of the Journal treating the subject of Baptists and Politics. 
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I have rejoiced in the LORD over the last several months as I have heard from 

many of you in the body of Christ expressing interest in the rich heritage we as 

Baptists have in Indiana.  A history that the LORD in His providence has re-

corded for us and when not neglected points us to the “old paths” in which we 

find by God’s grace, faithful ancestors who all along the line of Christian ages 

have bravely maintained the Baptist principles, and in many instances sealed that 

noble testimony with their life’s blood.  Sacrificed.  All for the glory of Him who 

has redeemed us, Jesus Christ. 

 

Some may say to us, why make such a big fuss about your distinct principals as 

Baptists and your history?  And to them we ought humbly reply, although we 

rejoice that there is such a large sphere of divine truth in which we can agree 

with other denominations, yet there are certain great principals of Biblical truth, 

which we as Baptists have historically alone maintained and have been the most 

persecuted for.  Such principals as Entire separation of church and state, The 

Bible as our only authority, rule and standard for religious beliefs and practices, 

The immersion of believers as the only baptism of the New Testament, The 

Lord’s Supper committed to the care of the church and to be administered only 

to baptized believers and that Freedom from persecution in worshiping Jesus 

Christ as one’s conscious is bound to Scripture is the inalienable right of all men.  

 

So why is all this so important as we “look back” to our heritage as Baptists…

because these principals which we hold to, are not only important in themselves, 

but they bear such a vital relationship to the purity of sound doctrine and the 

preservation of the church, oh that we dare not regard our duty to their obser-

vance as a matter of simple indifference.  My prayer is that we would look upon 

these principals as a sacred trust, committed to our keeping and that from our 

gratitude to Christ for His sacrifice on our behalf the Spirit would bind us to 

guard them with the utmost care for future generations. 

 

With the presidential election and its aftermath surrounding us all, we felt it 

timely to cover the issue of Baptists and politics, therefore we will focus on sev-

eral historic Baptists and their engagement with the political affairs of our nation.  

Baptists who holding to the principals outlined above, have at many times been 

used by God to give much if not all to secure some of the most precious free- 
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doms we now hold so dear, while at the same time growing evermore concerned 

that they may be slipping away.    

 

We find in Psalm 141:8  “But mine eyes are unto thee, O GOD the LORD: in thee 

is my trust; leave not my soul destitute.”  Brethren, my hope is that during the heat 

of such political climates which we find ourselves currently in, we never loose sight 

that the answer to this nation’s moral/spiritual decline is not in a political party… 

our only hope is for judgment to begin in the house of GOD; bringing forth repen-

tance for sin and weeping at how we have allowed the purity of His bride to be 

defiled. 

 

Your Affectionate Brother and Servant,  

 

 
Doug Barger 

Editor 
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hroughout our history, we as 

Baptists have always held to a 

strong belief in the separation 

of church and state.  In fact this doc-

trine, more than any other Biblical prin-

ciple has consistently distinguished 

those throughout history who have  

held to Biblical Christianity and those 

who followed an established, organized 

Christianity.  Although we as Baptists 

have historically held to this separation 

of church and state we also have sup-

ported the right of individuals from 

within our churches to be engaged with 

and to pursue positions of influence 

within civil government.  There has 

been much written on the “moral obli-

gation” that some Baptists place upon 

voting for the correct candidate so I will not here add to the vast ocean of existing 

material, however I would like to offer for the reader’s observation the lives of 

several notable figures from our Baptist heritage and their involvement with poli-

tics and the civil magistrate. 

 

John Clarke M.D.  

One of the most eminent men of his time, and a leading 

spirit among the founders of the Rhode Island, was, accord-

ing to the best authorities, born in Suffolk, England, Oct. 8, 

1609.  As a young man he received careful Christian training, 

though we could find no record of which university he at-

tended. His religious and political convictions closely identi-

fied him with that large and growing body of men who 

bravely sought to limit kingly prerogative and the disregard of personal liberties.  If 

we did a through examination of all John Clarke's life accomplishments, we most  

T 

Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of  man, 
in whom there is no help. 

Psalms 146:3 
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likely would find that he was probably never educated in two matters that proved 

to be most important to the character of his life; statesmanship and religion. 

Statesmanship was that quality that served him well in writing and procuring the 

Rhode Island Royal Charter of 1663.  Petitioning the King of England, a man who 

distained dissent in any form, a man with particular distain towards all Baptists and 

most Protestants, with a document such as Clarke’s charter flirted with treason and 

would have took great courage but even greater statesmanship such as was illus-

trated by that faithful servant we find in scripture, Nehemiah.  

Clarke’s written charter tended towards treason as it provided legislation that for 

the first time in history gave a political entity legal religious freedom and separation 

of church and state. Clarke, by God’s grace managed to write and procure this for-

midable document that, while diminishing the power of the dominant Puritan 

churches and even the king, was not found to be repugnant to the King, Privy 

Council, or English law. The United States of America could use diplomats, in-

volved visionary Christian men of this caliber today. 

 

Clarke was noted as being a Puritan of Puritans and made efforts to reform abuses 

in church and state.1  Although there is no substantial support that John Clarke 

received formal education in Baptist theology he was ultimately used by God to 

play an important role in establishing an early Baptist church in Colonial America 

despite being surrounded by very difficult circumstances.  Clarke's beliefs, while 

Puritan in character, were probably not well formed during his university years or 

when he arrived in America. This is illustrated by his defense of Anne Hutchinson 

in her religious trials in the Boston Bay Colony in 1635; he argued for Anne Hut-

chinson's inalienable right to hold personal beliefs and to worship freely. Hutchin-

son was an Antinomian minister intent on teaching her own interpretation of the 

Bible as opposed to following the interpretations of Puritan clerics.  Upon his ex-

perience with the repressive government of Boston as to liberty of conscious as 

well as other elements, he soon afterwards resolved in his heart to plant a totally 

new colony from scratch and upon it a new basis; to incorporate into its founda-

tion principles that up until then were deemed impracticable, even subversive of 

government and indeed of all order.  This new colony was established in what is 

known today as Newport, Rhode Island.  It was during this time of establishing a 

colony that John Clarke became a Baptist in Newport after meeting with Mark 

Lucar.2  Subsequently he and others formed the first Baptist church of Newport, in 

1638 which he became pastor or teaching elder.3  For the next thirteen years Clarke 

along with men such as Obadiah Holmes charted out the confession of faith4 for 

this church along with framing the colony's government, code of laws and the 
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means of its enforcement.  In 1651 he was summonsed to go to England and rep-

resent the new colony at the English court.  He entrusted the pulpit to his friend 

Obadiah Holmes and set sail to England to face the King and protestors.  For the 

following twelve years Clarke engaged the attacks of enemies, challenged the argu-

ments of powerful rivals until in 1663 by the grace of God King Charles granted 

him against all earnest prayers and requests of the older colonies that opposed 

Clarke, a charter for the young colony he lead in establishing.  The charter among 

other things significantly states “that no person within the said colony, at any time 

hereafter, shall be anywise molested, punished, disquieted, or called in question for 

any differences of opinion on matters of religion.”  Upon his return home in 1664, 

after an absence of more than twelve years he was hailed with delight, immediately 

elected to the General Assembly, and re-elected year after year until 1669, when he 

became deputy-governor, and again in 1671.  During these years he performed 

important public services including being appointed alone “to compose all the laws 

into a good method and order, leaving out what may be superfluous, and adding 

what may appear unto him necessary.” Although he retired in 1672, his council 

was often sought during times of emergency.  Only six days before his death he 

was summoned to attend a meeting of the General Assembly, which sought his 

advise concerning some “troubled times” it was experiencing.  It has been said that 

“Clarke’s views of Christian doctrine are so clear and Scriptural that they might 

stand as the confession of faith for Baptists today and that he is not inaptly been 

called the Father of American Baptists”.5  To him it has been claimed is the first 

display in an actual government that the best safeguards of personal rights is Chris-

tian Law.  He truly possessed, by God’s grace the singular honor of contributing 

much towards establishing the first government upon the earth which granted 

equal liberty, civil and religious, to all men.  When this Baptist Christian observed 

political injustices according to God’s Word he did not shrink back nor isolate 

himself from political involvement, but rather strengthened through Christ he util-

ized diplomacy and Christian character to defeat the darkness with light.6 

 

Elder John Leland. 

Following later after Clarke in American history was born 

Rev. John Leland in Grafton, Mass., May 14, 1754.  Elder 

John Leland is not a well known name in American history, 

but in any study of the history of Baptists in America his 

name appears frequently. He was an important figure in the 

struggle for religious freedom during the period it was 

achieved.  At the age of eighteen he passed through an  



Baptist Witness Journal Clarke, Leland - Historical Baptists and Politics 

9  Volume 1 No.2 (2012) 

experience not unlike that of John Bunyan, coming gradually into the liberty of the 

gospel. On the 1st of June, 1774, he was baptized at Northbridge, with seven oth-

ers, by Elder Noah Alden.  Within a month after his conversion, he made his first 

attempt at public speaking. Having connected himself with the church in Mount 

Poney, Culpeper Co., Va., he was ordained by the choice of the church.  He 

preached from place to place, everywhere proclaiming "the unsearchable riches of 

Christ."  Having finished the work which he thought his Master had given him to 

do in Virginia, Leland returned to his native State and there made his home for 

most of the remainder of his life in Chesire, Mass.  “His warmest sympathies went 

out to his Baptist brethren in their efforts to secure a complete divorce of the 

Church from the State. Everywhere he pleaded with all the energy of his soul for 

civil and religious liberty, and he had the satisfaction of seeing it at last come out of 

the conflict victorious over all foes.”7  These sympathies in large part are what in-

fluenced the popular and local favorite Elder John Leland to politically aid James 

Madison in obtaining the crucially needed support of the Virginians as they were 

the last and final state needed onboard to adopt the Constitution as law.  

 

In the eulogy delivered by J. S. Barbour, of Virginia, upon the character of James 

Madison; he said that the credit of adopting the Constitution of the United States 

properly belonged to a Baptist clergyman, formerly of Virginia, by the name of 

Leland; and Barbour had reached his conclusion in this way: “he said that if Madi-

son had not been in the Virginia Convention, the Constitution would not have 

been ratified by that State; and, as the approval of nine States was required to give 

pass to the Constitution, and as Virginia was the final and crucial ninth State...if it 

had been rejected by her, the Constitution would have failed; and that it was by 

Elder Leland's influence that Madison was elected to that Convention.”8 

 

Upon hearing this credit to himself Leland replied “that Barbour had given him 

too much credit; but he supposed he knew to what he referred. He then gave this 

history of the matter: Soon after the Convention, which framed the Constitution 

of the United States, had finished their work, and submitted it to the people for 

their action, two strong and active parties were formed in the State of Virginia, on 

the subject of its adoption. The State was nearly equally divided. One party was 

opposed to its adoption [anti-federalists], unless certain amendments, which they 

maintained that the safety of the people required, should be incorporated into it, 

before it was ratified by them. At the head of this great party stood Patrick Henry, 

the Orator of the Revolution, and one of Virginia's favorite sons. The other party 

[the federalists] agreed with what their opponents said as to the character and ne- 
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cessity of the amendments pro-posed; but they contended that the people would 

have the power, and could as well incorporate those amendments into their Con-

stitution after its adoption as before; that it was a great crisis in the affairs of the 

country, and if the Constitution, then presented to the people by the Convention, 

should be rejected by them, such would be the state of the public mind, that there 

was little or no reason to believe that another would be agreed upon by a future 

Convention; and, in such an event, so much to be dreaded, the hopes of constitu-

tional liberty and a confederated and free Republic would be lost. At the head of 

the Federalists party stood James Madison. The strength of the two parties was to 

be tested by the election of “County Delegates” to the nine “State Conventions”. 

Each Convention would have to adopt or reject the Constitution. Mr. Madison 

was named as the candidate in favor of its adoption for the County of Orange Va., 

in which he resided. Elder Leland, also, at that time, lived in the County of Orange, 

and his sympathies, he said, were with Henry and the anti-federalist party. Leland 

was named as the candidate opposed to the adoption, and in opposition to Mr. 

Madison. Orange was a strong Baptist County; and his friends had an undoubting 

confidence in Leland’s favorable election. Though reluctant to be a candidate, he 

yielded to the solicitations of the opponents of the Constitution, and accepted the 

nomination to represent the anti-federalists against Madison. 

 

For three months after the members of the Convention at Philadelphia had com-

pleted their labors, and returned to their homes, Mr. Madison, with John Jay and 

Alexander Hamilton, had remained in that city for the purpose of preparing those 

political articles that now constitute The Federalist [published articles in support of the 

Constitution]. This gave the anti-federalists, opposed to Madison, with Henry at their 

head, the start of him, in canvassing the State in his absence. At length, when Mr. 

Madison was about ready to return to Virginia, a public meeting was appointed in 

the County of Orange, at which the candidates for that State’s Convention, Madi-

son on the one side, and Leland on the other, were to address the people from the 

stump. Up to that time he had but a partial personal acquaintance with Mr. Madi-

son, but he had a high respect for his talents, his candor, and the uprightness and 

purity of his private character. On his way home from Philadelphia, Mr. Madison 

went some distance out of his direct road to call upon Leland. After the ordinary 

salutations, Mr. Madison began to apologize for troubling him with a call at that 

time; but he assured Mr. Madison that no apology was necessary "I know your er-

rand here," said he, "it is to talk with me about the Constitution. I am glad to see 

you, and to have an opportunity of learning your views on the subject." Mr. Madi-

son spent half a day with him, and fully and unreservedly communicated to him his 
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opinions upon the great matters which were then agitating the people of the State 

and the Confederacy. They then separated to meet again very soon, as opposing 

candidates before the electors, on the stump. After much prayer the day came, and 

they met, and with them nearly all the voters in the County of Orange, to hear 

their candidates respectively discuss the important questions upon which the peo-

ple of Virginia were so soon to act. "Mr. Madison," said Leland, "first took the 

stump, which was a hogshead of tobacco.  For two hours, he addressed his fellow-

citizens in a calm, candid and statesman-like manner, arguing his side of the case, 

and fairly meeting and replying to the arguments, which had been put forth by his 

opponents, in the general canvass of the State. Though Mr. Madison was not par-

ticularly a pleasing or eloquent speaker, the people listened with respectful atten-

tion. He left the hogshead, and my friends called for me. I took it says Leland “and 

went in for support of Mr. Madison; and he was elected without difficulty.” This, 

said Leland, “is, I suppose, what Mr. Barbour alluded to.” Elder Leland a noble 

Christian Patriot! That single act of humility, with the motives which prompted it, 

and the consequences which followed it, entitle him to the respect of all mankind.9 

 

Among the class of ministers whom God raised up during that time to do the spe-

cial work given the Baptist denomination to perform, John Leland occupies a con-

spicuous place. We doubt if his equal will ever be seen again. Mr. Leland died Jan. 

14, 1841. ■ 

 

Doug Barger is a Follower of Jesus Christ, a Husband of one and a Father of two. In 2010, the Lord 

brought Doug home to run his own business from a small farm in Knightstown, IN, where he now 

enjoys the privilege of serving as the director of the Indiana Baptist Historical Society along side his 

family.  To contact Bro. Barger for speaking engagements at no cost, please call 317-542-3159. 
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t is a matter of very little conse-

quence to us, on this occasion, 

which of the Caesars was on the 

throne at the time referred to in the text; 

because the duties here inculcated are not 

affected by this circumstance. The people 

were taught by Christ, to render such obe-

dience to Caesar, or to the civil magistrate, 

as would be consistent with the natural and 

the civil rights of men, and the obligations 

they were under to the eternal God. It is 

unreasonable to suppose that he meant to 

inculcate any other subjection than this. 

Besides, his address is properly guarded: 

"Render therefore to Caesar, the things that 

are Caesar's." That is, those things which he 

may lawfully claim. What these were, our 

Lord does not ascertain. Nor is it necessary that we should, as they relate to Caesar 

and his subjects. I shall therefore proceed to apply this sacred passage to ourselves, 

in our present situation, by considering: 

I. What those duties are which the people owe to the civil magistrate. 

II. The duties of the magistrate to the people. And then, 

III. Endeavor to draw the line between the things that belong to Caesar, 

and those things that belong to God. 

We are first to inquire, I. What those duties are which the people owe to the 

civil magistrate. I apprehend that this question implies another, which is previ-

ously necessary to be determined, viz.: How came the men whom we call magis-

trates with any power at all over the people? Were they born to govern? Have they 

a higher original than other men? Or do they claim the sovereignty ? 

The time has been when the divine right of kings sounded from the pulpit and the 

press; and when the sacred name of religion was brought in to sanctify the most 

horrid systems of despotism and cruelty. But, blessed be God, we live in a more 

happy era, in which the great principles of liberty are better understood. With us, it  

I 

Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto 

Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto 

God the things that are God's.   MATT. 22:21 
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is a first and fundamental principle, that God made all men equal.  Until such a 

declaration of the divine will shall be produced, we ought firmly to maintain the 

natural equality of all men.  And as they are equal, so they are likewise in a state of 

entire freedom. Whatever they possess is their own, to be disposed of solely 

agreeably to their own will. None have a right to claim any part of their property, 

to disturb them in their possessions, or to demand subjection in any degree what-

ever, while they act consistently with the laws of nature. He who attempts to do 

either is an usurper; puts himself into a state of war, and may be opposed as a 

common highwayman.  From these premises, the following is a natural conclusion-

That the authority of the civil magistrate is, under God, derived from the people. 

In order therefore to determine with accuracy, what the powers of the civil magis-

trate are, and also the duties that the people owe him, we must have recourse to 

the constitution; by which, in all good governments, the authority of the former, 

and the rights of the latter, are determined with precision.  That it should be so, is 

a dictate of common sense. For upon a supposition of the contrary, how shall the 

rulers or subjects determine their respective obligations?   

Let us cast our eyes to the land of our fathers, to the kingdom from whence we 

descended, and we shall find that she now totters on the brink of a most danger-

ous precipice. And that she hath been brought into her present deplorable condi-

tion by a venal majority.  Some of that people foresaw their catastrophe approach-

ing with hasty strides; they petitioned and remonstrated. And several excellent 

things were published in vindication of their constitutions and their injured rights; 

but all was in vain.  The very men who were appointed the guardians and conser-

vators of the rights of the people, have dismembered the empire; and by repeated 

acts of injustice and oppression, have forced from the bosom of their parent coun-

try, millions of Americans, who might have been drawn by a hair, but were not to 

be driven by all the thunder of Britain. 

 

It is the duty of the people to support the magistrate, in the due execution of the 

laws against such, and all other offenders. To choose men in office, and not to 

support them in the execution of it, is too great an absurdity, one would think, to 

find any abettors.  There is also a pecuniary support which the magistrate hath a 

right to receive from his constituents. It is most reasonable that those persons 

whose time and abilities are devoted to the service of their country, should be am-

ply provided for while they are thus engaged. The compensation should be ade-

quate to the services they render the state. Let it be sufficient, but not redundant. 

While speaking of that support which the servants of government are entitled to, I 
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beg leave to mention those brave men of every rank who compose our army. They 

have stepped forth in the hour of danger, have exchanged domestic ease and hap-

piness for the hardships of the camp, have repeatedly fought, and many of them 

have bled, in the cause of their country. Of their importance no man can be igno-

rant.  With deference to this venerable assembly, I am constrained to observe, that 

our first attention is due to them, because, under God, they have been, now are, 

and, we trust, will be, our defense. For them let us make the most ample provision, 

and rest assured of their most vigorous exertions to defend and save their country. 

 

But it is time to pass to the... 
II. Consideration of the duties of the magistrate to the people. 

As a free government is founded in a compact, the parties concerned in it are con-

sequently laid under mutual obligations. These, it hath been said, are determined by 

the constitution. If so, it follows, that the rulers of the people ought to make them-

selves thoroughly acquainted with it, together with the different laws of the state. 

Therefore they should be men of leisure and abilities, whether they are called to act 

in a legislative or executive department. 

It is taken for granted, that the rulers of the people will not forget the source of 

their power, nor the design of their appointment to office--that they have no au-

thority but what they derived from the people; who, from a confidence in them 

that reflects great honor on them, have put it into their hands, with this sole view--

that they might thereby promote the good of the community.  Whether this great 

end is accomplished, by the exercise of the authority of civil rulers, the people are 

to judge; with whom the powers of government originate, and who must know the 

end for which they entrusted them in the hands of any of their fellow citizens: This 

right of judging of their conduct implies, that it lies with them either to censure or 

approve it.  These considerations are happily calculated to prevent the abuse of 

power, which has already happened in repeated instances. And of which there ever 

will be danger, while mankind remain in their present state of corruption.  A faith-

ful ruler will consider himself as a trustee of the public, and that he is accountable 

both to God and to the people for his behavior in his office. He will, therefore, be 

very careful not to involve himself in more public business than he can perform 

with fidelity.  "He who ruleth over men," says David, "must be just, ruling in the 

fear of God." In his exalted station, he should go before the people as an example 

of every moral virtue; and as a hearty friend of that constitution of government 

which he hath sworn to protect.  There are many things that belong to this part of 

the subject. Such as, that the people have a right to expect that the honorable their 

rulers, will by all lawful means in their power encourage agriculture and commerce,  



 and endeavor to suppress vice and immorality. 

 

I forbear to enlarge on this consideration any further and will… 

III.  To attempt to draw the line between the things that belong to Caesar, 

and those things that belong to God. 

To this inquiry I am naturally led by the text: --- Render, therefore, to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's. It is most evident 

in this passage, that there are some things which Caesar, or the magistrate, cannot 

of right demand, nor the people yield. The address has its limits. To determine 

what these are, was never more necessary to the people of these United States than 

it is at present. We are engaged in a most important contest; not for power, but 

freedom. We mean not to change our masters, but to secure to ourselves, and to 

generations yet unborn, the perpetual enjoyment of civil and religious liberty, in 

their fullest extent.  It becomes us, therefore, to settle this most weighty matter in 

our different forms of government, in such a manner, that no occasion may be left 

in future for the violation of the all-important rights of conscience. 

 

The justly –celebrated Mr. Locke says "All the power of civil government relates 

only to men's civil interests, is confined to the care of the things of this world, and 

hath nothing to do with the world to come."  These sentiments, I humbly con-

ceive, do honor to their author, and discover a true greatness and liberality of 

mind, and are calculated properly to limit the power of civil rulers, and to secure to 

every man the inestimable right of private judgment.  They are also perfectly agree-

able to a fundamental principle of government, which we universally admit. We 

say, That the power of the civil magistrate is derived from the people. If so, it fol-

lows, that he can neither have more, nor any other kind of power, than they had to 

give.  The power which the people commit into the hands of the magistrate is 

wholly confined to the things of this world. Other power than this they have not. 

They have not the least authority over the consciences of one another, nor over 

their own consciences so as to alienate them or subject them to the control of the 

civil magistrate in matters of religion, in which every man ought to be fully per-

suaded in his own mind, and to follow its dictates at all hazards, because he is to 

account for himself at the judgment-seat of Christ. 

 

To these observations I beg leave to add, that the kingdom of Christ is not of this 

world. By his kingdom we mean his church, which is altogether spiritual. Its origin, 

government and preservation are entirely of Him who hath upon his vesture and 

upon his thigh written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 
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The doctrines that we are to believe, the duties that we are to perform, the officers 

who are to serve in this kingdom, and the laws by which all its subjects are to be 

governed, we become acquainted with by the oracles of God, which are the Chris-

tian's infallible directory; to which he is bound to yield obedience, at the risk of his 

reputation and life.  They who enter into this kingdom do it voluntarily, with a de-

sign of promoting their spiritual interests. Civil affairs they resign to the care of the 

magistrate, but the salvation of their souls they seek in the kingdom of Christ. 

 

The subjects of this kingdom are bound by no laws in matters of religion, but such 

as they receive from Christ, who is the only lawgiver and head of his church. All 

human laws in this respect are inadmissible, as being unnecessary, and as implying 

a gross reflection on our Lord Jesus Christ, as though he was either unable, or un-

willing to provide for his own interest in the world. Nor will he stand by, an idle 

spectator, of the many encroachments that have been made on his sacred preroga-

tive by the powers of the world.  Should the most dignified civil ruler become a 

member of his church, or a subject of his spiritual kingdom, he cannot carry the 

least degree of his civil power into it. In the church he is, as any other member of 

it, entitled to the same spiritual privileges, and bound by the same laws. The au-

thority he has derived from the state, can by no means be extended to the kingdom 

of Christ, because Christ is the only source of that power, that is to be exercised in 

it.  As the head of a family, he should act as a priest in his own house, by endeavor-

ing to bring up his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  As a mag-

istrate, he should be as a nursing father to the church of Christ, by protecting all 

the peaceable members of it from injury on account of religion; and by securing to 

them the uninterrupted enjoyment of equal religious liberty. The authority by 

which he acts he derives alike from all the people; consequently he should exercise 

that authority equally for the benefit of all, without any respect to their different 

religious principles. They have an undoubted right to demand it.   

Upon the whole, I think it is a plain as well as a very important truth, that the 

Church of Christ and a commonwealth are essentially different. The one is a reli-

gious society, of which Christ is the sole head, and which he gathers out of the 

world, in common, by the dispensation of his gospel, governs by his laws in all 

matters of religion, a complete code of which we have in the sacred Scriptures; and 

preserves it by his power. 

 

The other is a civil society--originating with the people, and designed to promote 
their temporal interests--which is governed by men, whose authority is derived 
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from their fellow-citizens, and confined to the affairs of this world. 

 

In this view of the matter, the line appears to me to be fairly drawn between the 

things that belong to Caesar and the things that belong to God. The magistrate is 

to govern the state, and Christ is to govern the church. The former will find busi-

ness enough in the complex affairs of government to employ all his time and abili-

ties. The latter is infinitely sufficient to manage his own kingdom without foreign 

aid. ■ 
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Dr. Samuel Stillman (1737–1807) was an early American Baptist minister. Born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania and raised in South Carolina, he married Hannah Morgan and took a pastorate in South 
Carolina for several years. In 1764, Stillman joined The Reverend James Manning, The Reverend 
Ezra Stiles, the Reverend Isaac Backus, the Reverend John Gano, the Reverend Morgan Edwards, 
William Ellery, and former Royal Governors Stephen Hopkins and Samuel Ward among thirty-five 
others as an original fellow or trustee for the chartering of the College in the English Colony of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations (the original name for Brown University). 
 
From 1765 Stillman was minister of the First Baptist Church of Boston, Massachusetts, until his 
death. John Hancock, although a Unitarian, was one of his admirers and often rented a pew there so 
that he could hear him. President John Adams and General Henry Knox also would come to hear 
him preach. 



 
"To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven: 
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 
planted; 
A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; 
A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace." 
Ecclesiastes 3: 1 - 8 
 
"This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come." 
II Timothy 3: 1 
 
"And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their 
commandment." 
I Chronicles 12: 32 
 
TIME'S DIVINE PROGRAM 
God does everything on a schedule.  We often fail to recognize this because we 
have superimposed our schedules onto his, expecting him to operate according to 
our own perceived time constraints.  As a result, we sometimes interpret God's 
timing as lateness.  But God does not run late.  He does everything on time.  He 
simply bypasses our perceived constraints in favor of his superior schedule.  He 
ordained this schedule before the foundation of the world, and insists upon oper-
ating according to it, regardless of our impatience or anxiety. 
 

A. THE SCHEDULE OF CREATION 

We see this Divine insistence throughout Scripture.  In the very first chapter of 
Genesis, God ordained the heavenly bodies, not merely for the purpose of giving 
light, but that they might serve as organizational guides in respect to time manage-
ment.1 And even this operated according to schedule.  Although God could have 
created the entire universe in an instant, he chose instead to act very deliberately,  

"And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding 
of the times, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were 

two hundred; and all their brethren were at their commandment." 
I Chronicles 12: 32  
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to operate day by day according to his perfect schedule.  He didn't accomplish all 
in the blink of an eye.  He acted step by step, assigning each act of creation to a 
specific timeframe.  In light of God's work of Creation, King Solomon observed 
that, "He hath made everything beautiful in his time." 2 

B. THE SCHEDULE OF THE MOSAIC LAW 

Throughout the Mosaic Law, we see this same deliberate time management.  In-
stead of a spontaneous and disorganized program of worship, he ordained definite 
and specific times in which his people were to worship him.  And each distinct 
time had its appropriate acts of worship.  The ceremonies associated with the Feast 
of Tabernacles differed significantly from those associated with the Feast of Trum-
pets or the Year of Jubilee.  And no one could change the scheduled order or the 
customs distributed accordingly.  God expected his people to follow his schedule. 

C. THE SCHEDULE OF REDEMPTION 

Even the great transitional event of human history, the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, 
took place exactly according to schedule.  Human wisdom would have hastened to 
send Messiah immediately, to provide `waited for thousands of years before send-
ing his Son to die for our sins.  He insisted on his schedule: 
 
"But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons."  3  
 
According to our Saviour, ignorance of this very fact led to Jerusalem's destruc-
tion: 
 
 "If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace!  
but now are they hid from thine eyes. 
For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass 
thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 
And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in 
thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation." 4 
 
The crucifixion of our Saviour likewise took place according to God's perfect tim-
ing.  Although the Jews had previously made efforts to kill the Son of God, they 
had not accomplished this purpose because the time had not yet come.5  Not until 
the Greeks came inquiring after the Lord Jesus Christ, would he partake of the 
sacrificial death appointed for him.  But when they came, he recognized the hand 
of his Heavenly Father indicating the scheduled offering for sin, saying "The hour is 
come," and "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of darkness be cast out." 6 
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II. TARDINESS DULY PUNISHED 
Throughout the Scriptures, we see, not only God's insistence upon his Divine 
schedule, but also his expectation that mankind should submit to it and respond 
accordingly.  Repeatedly, failure to do so resulted in severe consequences.  In the 
Old Testament, violation of the Sabbath Day resulted in death.7  God smote Ge-
hazi with leprosy, not merely because of his rebellion and deceitfulness, but be-
cause of his lack of discernment in matters of timing: 
 
"Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, 
and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants? 
The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and to thy seed for ever." 8 
 
In a similar tone, the Lord rebuked and the people of Israel and brought economic judgment upon 
them for pursuing materialistic lifestyles while the Temple lay in ruins: 
 
"Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your ceiled houses, and this house lie waste? 
Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 
Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not 
filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages 
to put it into a bag with holes." 9 
 
In the New Testament, we see this same expectation continued, and an even 
greater degree of severity exhibited in judgment against those who ignored God's 
timing.  Not only did failure to recognize the time of Christ's visitation led to the 
destruction of Jerusalem 10,  but in Hebrews 4, the Holy Spirit speaks in the strong-
est tones of warning about the limited timeframe for responding to his work of 
conviction and the offer of God's grace: 
 
"Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To 
day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts." 11 
 
The author of Hebrews here aligns his theology with that of II Corinthians.  In II Corinthians 6: 
2, the Apostle Paul reminds us of the limited period of God's offer of salvation: 
 
"For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured 
thee: behold now is the accepted time; behold now is the day of salvation." 
 
Indeed, from the very outset, Christ himself took care to stress the period of his 

earthly ministry as "the acceptable year of the Lord." 12 In so doing, he set the precedent for the 

later New Testament writers in emphasizing that God has a specific period of time which he des-

ignates as "acceptable."  This obviously implies the converse: anything outside of God's accepted 

timeframe is unacceptable.  And unacceptability results in rejection and judgment, sometimes judg-

ment of the greatest severity. 
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III. TIMES DEMONICALLY PERILOUS 
The Scriptures also make it clear that within this plan, God allows the unclean 
spirit world to enjoy certain seasons of greater influence and power.  When the 
officers came to arrest the Lord Jesus Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, the 
Saviour noted the element of timing: 
 
"When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me: but this is your 
hour, and the power of darkness." 13 
 
And as the events of the crucifixion took place during a period of intense demonic 
activity, even so, during the last days, the Lord will allow the unclean spirit world 
to exert a greater measure of influence, giving the greater part of humanity over to 
a reprobate mind to believe the lies of seducing spirits, 14 in anticipation of the 
grand deception of the Antichrist.  As with Ahab of old,15 men will fall victim to 
lying spirits that the Lord will permit to deceive them.16 
 
IV. TIME DISCERNED PROPERLY 
It doesn't take a profound measure of wisdom to recognize these days in which we 
live as the very ones anticipated and prophesied by the Apostle Paul.  We live now 
in these very perilous times.  All around us, we see a great falling away, and the 
exact symptoms of apostasy, doctrinal error, pride, rebellion, ingratitude, perver-
sion, lust, covetousness, greed, materialism, sensuality, dishonesty, theft, unbelief, 
drunkenness, hypocrisy and spiritual darkness, blindness, ignorance and decay de-
scribed in II Timothy 3: 1 - 7.  Idolatry has saturated our society and our churches 
in the form of covetousness and the personality cults centered around rock musi-
cians, professional athletes and Hollywood actors and actresses.   God's name is 
taken in vain and blasphemed even among professing Christians with shocking 
constancy.  The reverence for the Lord's Day and the holy things of worship de-
manded in Hebrews 12: 28 - 29 is ridiculed as legalism.  In fact, anyone who insists 
that God expects obedience to specific and unambiguous commandments plainly 
stated in Scripture faces the inevitable epithet of "legalist."  Blasphemy, drunken-
ness, immorality, fornication, lust, fraud, theft, dishonesty and unbelief abound 
within the very Church of the Living God, and godly Christians are expected to 
accept this, to look silently on and make no objections.  Worse still, the greater 
part of God's people are the enemies of the cross of Christ through their material-
ism according to Philippians 3: 18 - 21 and the enemies of God himself through 
their unholy alliances with the world according to James 4: 4. 
 
We read in I Chronicles of a body of men from the tribe of Issachar.  These men 

"had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do."  From this we can draw four 

points: 
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• TIMES DIFFER IN CHARACTER 
• DIFFERING TIMES CALL FOR DIFFERING ACTIONS 
• IT TAKES KNOWLEDGE TO DISCERN ACTIONS APPRPRIATE FOR    
THE TIMES 
• NOT ALL MEN HAVE THIS DISCERNING KNOWLEDGE 
 
It is this very lack of discernment that we see all around us, so deeply engrained 
within the Church, that it has actually created an ecclesiastical culture of foolish-
ness and flippancy towards sacred things.  In this period of severe spiritual crisis, 
rather than a call for sober humiliation, repentance, and even tearful broken heart-
edness over sin, the prevailing attitude today promotes a sort of lighthearted frivol-
ity towards the things of God as matters of humor and subjects of amusement, 
entertainment and sport.  The church service has become a comedy hour, and the 
pulpit a place for unfolding rambling tales about personal episodes that have little 
to no bearing on the sober business of magnifying the name of Christ, expounding 
the plan of salvation or feeding the flock of God.  The prevailing attitude today 
among Fundamentalists and Evangelicals sneers at any attempts towards reverence 
and total obedience, and caricatures any measure of genuine zeal with labels like 
"super-spiritual," "Pharisaic" and "legalistic."  Should anyone press for exact obedi-
ence to the commandments so precisely defined in Scripture, their earnest pleas are 
casually dismissed with trite statements like "I appreciate your zeal, but we would-
n't want to be legalistic about all that,"  "We're not under the Law, we're under 
grace,"  "We have liberty in Christ" and so on.  The whole attitude reeks of an un-
discerning spirit, a spirit that fails to understand the great gravity of the times in 
which we live. 
 
This is a great and grievous deficiency within the Church today.  Perhaps at no 
other time in the history of the Church has a greater need existed for understand-
ing of the times, and the invaluable ability to discern an appropriate course of ac-
tion to meet the challenges unique to the perilous days in which we live.  This lack 
of discernment, this prevailing spiritual blindness savors fearfully of God's judg-
ment, of God hardening hearts and giving men over to reprobate minds to idle 
away their final hours in foolishness and frivolous merrymaking even under the 
very shadows of the gathering clouds of judgment, even as the foreshadowing 
thunder echoes in their very ears!  How desperately we need men such as David 
had, the men of Issachar who had understanding of the times to know what Israel 
ought to do!  How glaring is the absence of such men, and the judgment suggested 
by it! 
 
Oh that God would grant us just such men today!  Yea, that we might be those 
very men!  Discernment!  Understanding of the times!  The hour is late!  The day is 
dark!  Mighty men around us falling, courage almost gone!  The time for foolhardy 
frolicking has long since past!  The time for foolish jesting is over!  
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We can no longer afford the light and frivolous attitude towards holy things that 
has marked the past several decades of Fundamentalism and Evangelicalism!  
Away with your Christian comedy, your Gospel ventriloquism, your Gospel magic, 
your endless and meaningless "illustrations"!  It's not the time for that foolishness 
and nonsense!  Preach the word!  Be instant, in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine! It is high time to awaken out of 
sleep, for now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed!17 The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand!  Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armor of light!  Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying! 18 
 

My brethren, it is high time to awaken out of sleep.  It is high time for us to retread 
our carelessly wandering steps back into the way of Biblical holiness and obedience 
to the much-offended and greatly-incensed Majesty of Heaven, whose just wrath 
and righteous indignation now stand ready to break forth upon our heads.  Con-
sider my brethren, the ominous thunderclouds of Divine fury that gather before us 
and approach with fearful rapidity!  Consider what lies before us!  Consider what 
must inevitably come upon us for all our wicked offenses to Divine and Absolute 
Holiness, should we fail to repent!  Consider the times!  Consider the great need of 
the hour!  Consider your ways!  Consider what it is that we must do!  Consider, my 
brethren, consider!  Let us not be as the foolish virgins, slumbering when we should 
be watching!  We know the times!  Let us understand them!  Let us discern them!  
Let us act accordingly!  Let us follow the example of David's mighty men from 
Issachar in taking the appropriate actions for our times!  Let us repent!  Let us turn 
from our wicked ways!  Let us break off our sins by righteousness!  Let us seek 
God's face!  It may perchance be a lengthening of our tranquility. 19 ■ 
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A Christian Statesman 
Jesse L. Holman 1784-1842 
 
From time to time will appear some-
one who God has prepared to do that 
“special work” which He has crafted 
just for them. In fact all of His chil-
dren have such a work and our Lord 
Jesus tells us that none is more impor-
tant than another. Matt. 11:1, 18:3 
 
When we look back at the life of Bro. 
Jesse Lynch Holman we can not help 
but see that the LORD had for him a 
work amongst Indiana Baptists that 
was helpful and also a timely aid in 
bringing relief amongst a troubled de-
nomination.  Bro. Holman was born 
on October 24, 1784, near Danville, Kentucky. He was admitted to the Kentucky 
bar on September 2, 1805, and practiced law in New Castle, Port William, and 
Frankfort, Kentucky. In 1810, he married Elizabeth Masterson. He moved to Indi-
ana in 1811 and settled near the present site of Aurora, where he built Veraestau, 
an historic home still in existence.  It must be noted that an important factor in the 
move was his growing aversion to the institution of slavery.  
 
Before we continue into how God used this dear brother among Indiana Baptists 
during the 1800’s, let us first take a brief moment and examine a sketch of his pro-
fessional life and the necessary politics which were no doubt involved. 
 
Although he was orphaned at the age of four years, and the fourth of six children, 
he had managed to secure an unusually good education. He read law under the 
tutelage of no less person than Henry Clay. After settling in Indiana, Holman be-
came an active public servant. In 1811, Governor William Henry Harrison ap-
pointed Holman prosecuting attorney for Dearborn County. He became a member 
of the territorial legislature and was appointed presiding judge of the second judi-
cial circuit in 1814. After two years, he was appointed judge of the third circuit and 
a justice of the Indiana Supreme Court. He served on the Supreme Court from 
1816 to 1830, when Governor James Brown Ray removed him from the court.  
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After leaving the bench, he returned to Veraestau, continued his law practice, and 
increased his involvement in the Baptist church and the Sunday school movement.  
 
He made an unsuccessful U.S. senatorial bid, losing to John Tipton by one vote. 
In 1834, Holman was ordained as a Baptist minister. He was one of the founders 
of  Indiana University, Franklin College, and the Indiana Historical Society. In ad-
dition to his legal career, Holman was also an author. His novel, The Prisoners of 
the Niagara, or Errors of Education, was published in 1810. In 1836, he was ap-
pointed federal district judge of Indiana. He remained in this post and also served 
as a Baptist preacher until his death. 
 

As the reader can see, Bro. Holman had a very active political life, one which was 

to prepare him for the tremendous challenge that lied ahead—the organization of 

the first state general association of Baptists, to promote a positive missionary 

movement from within Indiana.  Bro. Holman now in, Aurora undoubtedly occu-

pied the central position of promoting a home-grown missionary campaign con-

sisting of Indiana Baptists.  

 

Although very occupied throughout his earlier life with political affairs, he was 

none the less called upon by that blessed Spirit of God to repent and believe upon 

the Lord Jesus Christ and thus converted at the age of seventeen.  Holman seems 

not to have become particularly interested in assuming any leadership roles in reli-

gious matters until the Baptist missionary program was projected. Being a man of 

progressive views, he was one of the first men in the state to acclaim and promote 

this enterprise, at the Laughery Association in 1818.  

 

In 1820 he was significantly used by God to aid in the founding of the Aurora 

Baptist church.  In 1824 he sponsored the first Baptist Sunday School in the state, 

of which he was the perpetual superintendent.  The first pastor of the Auroa 

church was paid a fixed compensation in 1823, Holman pledged five times as 

much as any of his brethren to this obligation. Extending his activities beyond his 

immediate community, he established cooperating Bible societies at Rising Sun, 

Willow Fork, and elsewhere, and undertook the huge task of providing every desti-

tute family within his county with a copy of the Scriptures.  

 

Did you read that...a state Supreme Court Justice took it upon himself to give a 

copy of  the Scriptures to those in poverty.  Whoa!  Can you imagine the political 

backlash that would occur if this were to happen today.  I pray that God will raise 

up from among our churches a bold and Godly man such as this who will sit in  
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our courts and uphold the law through a Biblical worldview while also understand-

ing the importance and power of the Blessed Word.  Judge, Bro. Holman did not 

hide his faith in politics… he was unashamed of the gospel of Christ and under-

stood what I am afraid most politicians have forgotten—the true gospel of Jesus 

Christ has the power to transform people’s hearts and minds thus transforming 

societies.    

 

As the decade of the twenties wore on, Judge Holman's contacts widened and his 

activities expanded, may we also note that he did not easily become discouraged, 

may this be a reminder to you dear Pastor, do not grow weary in your faithful ser-

vice...but rather continue steadfast in the faith.  Bro. Holman pressed on to organ-

ize an Indiana Bible Society in 1831, which distributed almost four hundred vol-

umes in the first year alone, Holman paying from his own pocket one-fourth of 

the cost. A Sunday School Union which he sponsored in his own county included 

twenty schools, 1200 scholars, and some 200 teachers during the early thirties.   

 

There was one society in particular that Holman's attention was drawn to through 

the early missionary work of fellow Indiana Baptist Isaac McCoy among the native 

Indians, and that by his early acquaintance with William Polke at the state capital at 

Corydon [1st capital of Indiana before changed to Indianapolis]. 

This then lead to the idea of establishing a state organization for the support of 

McCoy's mission which was born in the minds of these two men in 1820.  Polke 

proposed at the time that the Judge Holman draft a constitution for such an or-

ganization. The constitution for the new organization clearly reflected the nature 

and seriousness of the difficulties which the action would inevitably encounter 

from the vast majority of the Baptists of the State. It was designed "to unite the 

Baptists of Indiana in some uniform plan, for promoting the prosperity of the Re-

deemer's kingdom within the bounds of the State, by a more general spread of the 

Gospel.” 

 

All person's employed by the Association should be members in good standing in 

a Regular Baptist Church, qualified on Scriptural grounds, and chosen "without 

any special regard to their literary attainments." They should receive only moderate 

compensation, "leaving them to look for their chief reward from a higher source." 

 

The officers of the Association were to receive no compensation except for books, 

paper, and postage. Delegates to the Association were to be drawn from contribut-

ing agencies regardless of the amount given, one from each church or society, and  

 

 

 



Baptist Witness Journal Indiana Baptist History 

27 Volume 1 No.2 (2012) 

three from each Association. The Constitution also attempted to disarm the oppo-

sition by the following provision: "This Association shall never attempt to exercise 

any authority over any church or particular association;...each church is sovereign 

and independent... The Association shall never pretend to exercise any right to call 

any person to the ministry of the gospel; nor shall it ever employ any to preach, 

but such as have been regularly ordained. This Article of this Constitution “shall 

forever remain unalterable."  In an accompanying statement, the churches were 

urged to examine the plan prayerfully and thoroughly before passing judgment 

upon it. 

 

How? The question was asked, could the little Baptist churches of Indiana hope to 

make headway single handily against the "moral wilderness" of the frontier?    

Bro. Holman and others who he helped inspire saw that the only way to reach the 

destitute portions of the state was to support ministers who could give their full 

time to the work. 

 

I pray that as we examine Bro. Jesse Holman’s life in both politics and ecclesiasti-

cal duties that our attention would be drawn to the admirable character given him 

by the grace of God in which he did not compromise his faith for the sake of 

popular opinion.  He shows us that as an active member of the church, one may 

also serve his community in the civil realm as a Christian statesman.  I believe that 

Bro. Holman understood well the self sacrifice that was required of him for the 

eternal things of Kingdom work, a man of vision and integrity, may we as leaders 

of today take note of the Christ like qualities displayed through his service and sac-

rifice. 

 

Eph. 2:10 - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 

God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

 

Matthew. 5:16 - Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  ■ 

 
Doug Barger : as adapted from: John F. Cady, The Baptist Church in Indiana, (Franklin College 

1942) 



The Duty of  Parents to Children 
by John Bunyan 

 

If thou are a parent, a father, or a mother, 

then thou art to consider thy calling under 

this relation. 

 

Thy children have souls, and they must be 

begotten of God as well as of thee, or they 

perish. And know also, that unless thou be 

very circumspect in thy behavior to and be-

fore them, they may perish through thee: the 

thoughts of which should provoke thee, 

both to instruct, and also to correct them. 

 

First, To instruct them as the scripture saith, and to ‘bring them up in the nurture 

and admonition of the Lord’; and to do this diligently, ‘when thou sittest in thine 

house when thou liest down, and when thou risest up’ (Eph 6:4; Deu 6:7). 

 

Now to do this to purpose: 

1. Do it in terms and words easy to be understood: affect not high expressions, 

they will drown your children. Thus God spake to his children (Hosea 12:10), and 

Paul to his (1 Cor 3:2). 

2. Take heed of filling their heads with whimsies, and unprofitable notions, for this 

will sooner learn them to be malapert and proud, than sober and humble. Open 

therefore to them the state of man by nature; discourse with them of sin, of death, 

and hell; of a crucified Saviour, and the promise of life through faith: ‘Train up a 

child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it’ (Prov 

22:6). 

3. There must be much gentleness and patience in all thy instructions, ‘lest they be 

discouraged’ (Col. 3:21). And, 

4. Labour to convince them by a conversation answerable, that the things of which 

thou instructest them are not fables, but realities; yea, and realities so far above 

what can be here enjoyed, that all things, were they a thousand times better than 

they are, are not worthy to be compared with the glory and worthiness of these 

things. 
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Isaac was so holy before his children, that when Jacob remembered God, he re-

membered that he was ‘the Fear of his father Isaac’ (Gen 31:53). Ah! when chil-

dren can think of their parents, and bless God for that instruction and good they 

have received from them, this is not only profitable for children, but honorable, 

and comfortable to parents: ‘The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and 

he that begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him’ (Prov 23:24, 25). 

 

Second, The duty of correction. 

1. See if fair words will win them from evil. This is God’s way with his children (Jer 

25:4, 5). 

2. Let those words you speak to them in your reproof, be both sober, few, and 

pertinent, adding always some suitable sentence of the scripture therewith; as, if 

they lie, then such as (Rev 21:8, 27). If they refuse to hear the word, such as (2 

Chron 25:14-16). 

3. Look to them, that they be not companions with those that are rude and un-

godly; showing with soberness a continual dislike of their naughtiness; often crying 

out to them, as God did of old unto his, ‘Oh, do not this abominable thing that I 

hate’ (Jer 44:4). 

4. Let all this be mixed with such love, pity, and compunction of spirit, that if pos-

sible they may be convinced you dislike not their persons, but their sins. This is 

God’s way (Psa 99:8). 

5. Be often endeavouring to fasten on their consciences the day of their death, and 

judgment to come. Thus also God deals with his (Deu 32:29). 

6. If thou art driven to the rod, then strike advisedly in cool blood, and soberly 

show them, (1.) their fault; (2.) how much it is against thy heart thus to deal with 

them; (3.) and that what thou dost, thou dost in conscience to God, and love to 

their souls; (4.) and tell them, that if fair means would have done, none of this se-

verity should have been. This, I have proved it, will be a means to afflict their 

hearts as well as their bodies; and it being the way that God deals with his, it is the 

most likely to accomplish its end. 

7. Follow all this with prayer to God for them, and leave the issue to him: 

‘Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it 

far from him’ (Prov 22:15). 

 

Lastly, Observe these cautions, 

1. Take heed that the misdeeds for which thou correctest thy children be not 

learned them by thee. Many children learn that wickedness of their parents for 

which they beat and chastise them. 
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THANK YOU! 
To all those who attended the Sept. 15, 2012 - FAITH of our FATHERS event. 

 
On Sept. 15th we stepped back into time 200 years ago to the year 1812 and 

observed a dramatized historical Baptist church service. 
 

Issues of discussion during the reenactment were: 
Separated seating by gender [men on one side, women on the other] 

Use of musical instruments during worship [no instruments used in 1812] 
Whole families where seated together [assembly was not divided up by age] 

Sin and Holiness sermons [common theme during these times] 
 

The Indiana Baptist Historical Society would like to extend a warm thank you to 
all the people and organizations who contributed in making this event possible.  

 
Without your assistance we would not have been able to accomplish the first 

FAITH of our FATHERS historical reenactment.  
Wayne Bauer—Franklin County Historical Society 

Don Dunaway—Franklin County Historical Society 
George Stringer– Smyrna Baptist Church -West Harrison, IN  

Pastor “Doc” Holiday of New Hope Baptist Church –Aurora, IN  
Elder David Williams of Trinity Reformation Baptist Church– Greenfield, IN  

Paul Coble, great, great, great grandson of Elder William Tyner 
Stone Works Masonry – IndyStoneWorks.com 
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2. Take heed thou smile not upon them, to encourage them in small faults, lest that 

thy carriage to them be an encouragement to them to commit greater. 

3. Take heed thou use not unsavory and unseemly words in thy chastising of them, 

as railing, miscalling, and the like: this is devilish. 

4. Take heed thou do not use them to many chiding words and threatenings, 

mixed with lightness and laughter; this will harden. Speak not much, nor often, but 

pertinent to them with all gravity.  ■  

 
John Bunyan (28 November 1628 – 31 August 1688) was a Baptist preacher and writer, who is well-

known for his book The Pilgrim's Progress much, if not all of which was written from his time of 

imprisonment for his religious beliefs. 



The Barger Family– cast participation 
The Hardebeck Family– cast participation 

The Williams family– cast participation 
 

Also a sincere and special thanks is due to all the cast members who not only took 
it upon themselves to do “time era” wardrobe research but also in most cases 

made their own costumes from scratch! You truly have won my heart and I thank 
you for your sacrifice in such a noble cause as pointing us all back to the 

“old paths”  Jer. 6:16 
 

Your affectionate brother in Jesus Christ,  
Bro. Doug Barger– Indiana Baptist Historical Society 



Excerpts from: 
The Scriptures The Only Guide in 
Matters of  Faith 
By: John Gill 
 

Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the 
good way, and walk therein; and ye shall find 
rest for your souls. -Jeremiah 6:16. 
 

In this chapter the destruction of Jerusalem 

by the Babylonians is threatened and foretold, 

and the causes of it assigned; in general, the 

great abounding of sin and wickedness among 

the people; and in particular, their neglect and 

contempt of the word of God; the sin of covetousness, which prevailed among all 

sorts; the unfaithfulness of the prophets to the people, and the people’s impeni-

tence and hardness of heart; their want of shame, their disregard to all instructions 

and warnings from the Lord, by the mouth of his prophets, and their obstinate 

refusal of them; which last is expressed in the clause following the words read; and 

which, though an aggravation of it, shew the tender regard of the Lord to his peo-

ple, and may be considered as an instruction to such who had their doubts and 

difficulties in religious matters; who were halting between two opinions, and like 

men in Bivio, who stand in a place where two or more ways meet, and know not 

which path to take; and in this light I shall consider in them;  “A direction to such 

persons what to do; to stand in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good 

way, and walk therein.” 

 

The direction given to stand in or on the ways, etc. to do as men do when they are 

come to a place where two or more ways meet, make a stand, and view the roads, 

and see which they should take; they look about them, and consider well what 

course they should steer; they look up to the way-marks, or way-posts, and read 

the inscriptions on them, which tell them whither such a road leads, and so judge 

for themselves which way they should go. Now in religious matters, the way-marks 

or way-posts to guide and direct: men in the way, are the scriptures, the oracles of 

God, and they only.  Not education-principles. It is right in parents to do as Abra-

ham did, to teach their children to keep the way of the Lord (Gen. 18:19). 
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The direction of the wise man is an exceeding good one; Train up a child in the 

way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it (Prov. 22:6); that 

is, easily and ordinarily: and it becomes Christians under the gospel dispensation to 

bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4); and a 

great mercy and blessing it is to have a religious education; but then, as wrong 

principles may be infused as well as right ones, into persons in their tender years, it 

becomes them, when come to years of maturity and discretion, to examine them, 

whether they are according to the word of God, and so judge for themselves, 

whether they are to be abode by or rejected. I know it is a grievous thing with 

some persons to forsake the religion they have been brought up in; but upon this 

foot, a man that is born and brought up a Turk or a Jew, a Pagan or a Papist, must 

ever continue so. Sad would have been the case of the apostle Paul, if he had con-

tinued in the principles of his education; and what a shocking figure did he make 

whilst he abode by them? thinking, according to them, he ought to do many things 

contrary to the name of Jesus (Acts 22:3, 4; 26:9). 

 

Nor are the customs of men a rule of judgment, or a direction which way men 

should take in matters of religion; for the customs of the people are for the most 

part vain (Jer. 20:3), and such as are not lawful for us, being Christians, to receive 

or observe (Acts 16:21); and concerning which we should say, We have no such 

custom, neither the churches of God (1 Cor. 11:16).  Custom is a tyrant, and ought 

to be rebelled against, and its yoke thrown off.  Nor are the traditions of men to be 

regarded; the Pharisees were very tenacious of the traditions of the elders, by 

which they transgressed the commandments of God, and made his word of no 

effect; and the apostle Paul, in his state of unregeneracy, was zealous of the same; 

but neither of them are to be imitated by us: it is right to observe the exhortation 

which the apostle gives, when a Christian (Col. 2:8); beware lest any man spoil you 

through philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudi-

ments of the world, and not after Christ. 

 

Take care you are not imposed upon, under the notion and pretense of an aposto-

lical tradition; unwritten traditions are not the rule, only the word of God is the 

rule of our faith and practice.  Nor do the decrees of popes and councils demand 

our attention and regard; it matters not what such a pope has determined, or what 

canons such a council under his influence has made; what have we to do with the 

man of sin, that exalts himself above all that is called God; who sits in the temple 

of God, shewing himself as if he was God? we know what will be his fate, and that 

of his followers (2 Thess. 2:4, 5; Rev. 20:30; 13:8; 14:11). 

 

  

 

 

 



Nor are the examples of men, no not of the best of men, in all things to be copied 

after by us; we should indeed be followers of all good men as such, of those who 

through faith and patience inherit the promises; and especially of such, who are or 

have been spiritual guides and governors in the church; who have made the scrip-

tures their study, and have labored in the word and doctrine; their faith we should 

follow, considering the end of their conversation; how that issues, and when it ter-

minates in Christ, his person, truths and ordinances, the same to-day, yesterday 

and for ever (Heb. 6:12; l3:7): but then we are to follow them no further than they 

follow Christ; the apostle Paul desired no more than this of his Corinthians with 

respect to himself; and no more can be demanded of us; it should be no bias on 

our minds, that such and such a man of so much grace and excellent gifts thought 

and practiced so and so. We are to call no man father or master on earth; we have 

but one father in heaven, and one master, which is Christ, whose doctrines, rules, 

and ordinances we should receive and observe. We are not to be influenced by 

men of learning and wealth; though there should be on the other side of the ques-

tion, it should be no stumbling to us; had this been a rule to be attended to, Chris-

tianity had never got footing in the world: Have any of the rulers or of the Phari-

sees believed on him? But this people, who knoweth not the law, are cursed. (John 

7:48, 49) 

It pleased the Lord, in the first times of the gospel, to hide the things of it from the 

wise and prudent, and reveal them unto babes; and to call by his grace, not many 

wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but the foolish, weak, 

and base things of the world, and things that are not, to confound the wise and 

mighty, and bring to nought things that are; that no flesh should glory in his pres-

ence (Matthew 11:25, 26; 1 Cor. 1:26-29): nor should it concern us that the greatest num-

ber is on the opposite side; we are not to follow a multitude to do evil; the whole 

world once wondered after the beast; Christ’s flock is but a little flock. 

The scriptures are the only external guide in matters of religion; they are the way-

posts we should look up unto, and take our direction from, and should steer our 

course accordingly: To the law and to the testimony: if men speak not according to 

this word, it is because there is no light in them (Isa. 8:20); we should not believe 

every spirit, but try them, whether they are of God (1 John 4:1); and the trial should 

be made according to the word of God; the scriptures should be searched, as they 

were by the noble Bereans, to see whether the things delivered to consideration are 

so or no; the inscriptions on these way-posts should be read, which are written so 

plain, that he that runs may read them; and they direct to a way, in which men, 

though fools, shall not err.  ■ 

 
John Gill— English Baptist Pastor (November 23, 1697 – October 14, 1771) 
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Pastor Obadiah Holmes 

 
Pastor Obadiah Holmes was 

the second pastor of the New-

port Church in Rhode Island, 

the first Baptist Church in 

America. In the following 

[copied from History of the 

Baptists, Armitage, BSB Pub-

lishers, 1887. pg 687-688] he 

and two of the brethren suffer 

much for the cause of Christ, 

but it was the blood of Brother Holmes that was the first to be shed in America 

for the sake of our Saviour. 

 

On Monday they were removed to Boston and cast into prison, the charges against 

them being for ‘disturbing the congregation in the afternoon, for drawing aside 

others after their erroneous judgments and practices, and for suspicion of rebaptiz-

ing one or more amongst us’. 

 

Clarke [this is John Clarke, first pastor of the Newport Church] was fined 20 

pounds sterling, Holmes 30, and [James] Crandall 5 pounds sterling; and on refusal 

to pay they were ‘to be well whipped’, although [Governor] Winslow had told the 

English Government that they had no law ‘to whip in that kind’. 

 

Edwards [historian] says that while ‘Mr. Clarke stood stripped at the whipping 

post, some humane person was so affected with the sight of a scholar, a gentle-

man, and reverend divine, in such a situation, that he, with a sum of money, re-

deemed him from his bloody tormentors’. Before this he had asked the Court, 

‘What law of God or man had he broken, that his back must be given to the tor-

mentors for it, or he be despoiled of his goods to the amount of 20 pounds ster-

ling?’ To the which Endicott replied, ‘You have denied infant baptism and deserve 

death, going up and down, and secretly insinuating into them that be weak, but 

cannot maintain it before our ministers’. 

 

John Clarke tells us that ‘indulgent and tenderhearted friends, without my consent  
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and contrary to my judgment, paid the fine’. Thus someone paid the fine of Clarke 

and Crandall, and proposed to pay that of Holmes. The first two were released, 

whether they assented or not, but Holmes who was a man of learning, and who 

afterward succeeded Dr. John Clarke as pastor of the Newport Church, would not 

consent to the paying of his fine, and because he refused, he was whipped thirty 

stripes, September 6, 1651. He said that he ‘durst not accept of deliverance in such 

a way’.    

 

He was found guilty of ‘hearing a sermon in a private manner…and for suspicion 

of their having their hands in rebaptizing of one or more’. Bancroft [historian] says 

that he was whipped ‘unmercifully’, and ‘that for many days, if no some weeks, he 

could take no rest but upon his knees and elbows, not being able to suffer any part 

of his body to touch the bed whereon he lay’. 

 

It was illegal in Massachusetts to teach anything but infant baptism. Infant baptism 

was safe in Massachusetts, so long as it was defended by the sword of steel. But in 

the field of argument against the sword of the word, it would crumble in one big 

heap. 

 

While in prison the devil tempted him with discouragement and other arguments 

to dissuade him from being whipped. But always, he says, the Lord brought him 

comfort and courage until the day of execution of the sentence. Obadiah was taken 

to the place of punishment in the open street in Boston. Before sentence was exe-

cuted, he asked if he could speak, but was refused (the magistrate being concerned 

that his voice would convince others of his “heretical” doctrines). But he began to 

speak anyway. 

 

“Men, brethren, fathers, and countrymen… seeing I am to seal what I hold with 

my blood, I am ready to defend it by the word… the Lord having manifested his 

love towards me,… and so to be baptized in water,… and now come to be bap-

tized in afflictions by your hands, that so I may have further fellowship with my 

Lord, and am not ashamed of his sufferings…” 

 

As the lashes began to strike across his bare back, Obadiah Holmes was surprised 

that the strokes of the three tailed whip gave him no outward pain, though the 

spectators said the whipping was “grievous… the man striking with all his 

strength.”  While enduring his torture, he joined his Lord on the cross and Stephen 

in praying that this sin might not be laid to the charge of his persecutors; and when  
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his lacerated flesh quivered and blood streamed from his body, so powerfully did 

the Grace of the Crucified sustain him that he cheerfully said to his tormentors: 

YOU HAVE STRUCK ME AS WITH ROSES! 

 

“Obadiah Holmes was a man of courage, and vision. He could see that by 

his suffering others would be led to accept the truth and reject the error. He 

actually remained in a private home for a while, teaching biblical baptism to 

all who came to visit him. Some were then baptized in the biblical way. 

Upon hearing that the magistrate had a warrant out for his arrest again, he 

escaped by night back to his home in Connecticut just in time. Do you 

think that similar courage and active testimony will be required of God’s 

people in the future?” 1  ■ 

 
Doug Barger  - Editor and Director of the IBHS 

 
1.  Hal Mayer:  http://www.ktfministry.org/articles/180/obadiah-holmes-man-of-courage 

Accessed 10-19-2012 





The Faith of our Fathers historical reenactments lend themselves 

wonderfully to the adaptation of being dramatized at a variety of 

places... including your church or school ! 

 

If you would like to learn more about how your church or organiza-

tion can benefit from this educational and inspirational resource, 

contact : 

Bro. Doug Barger today at: 317-542-3159 

 

Please pray for the Indiana Baptist Historical Society as 

we labor to preserve and promote Indiana Baptist history.  
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